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1. Brief on GIWEH 

The Global Institute for Water, Environment and Health (Geneva, Switzerland) was 

established in March 2007 under the initiative of European and Middle Eastern 

scientists. 

The GIWEH is a Swiss-based, not-for-profit technical, research and training 

organization, located in the centre of Geneva, very close to numerous international 

organizations, NGOs, the United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG), as well as many 

multinational private companies. 

a) GIWEH network 

The GIWEH has friendly relations with such organizations as:  

• United Nations Environment Programme, UNEP (collaboration in 

international events’ organization, preparation of the publication “Green 

Growth Policy in Korea: A Case Study”). 

• World Intellectual Property Organization, WIPO (collaboration in 

international conferences and events’ organization, publication of the report 

“Desalination Technologies and the Use of Alternative Energies for 

Desalination”).  

• International Chamber of Commerce, ICC (publication: “Peace and Prosperity 

through World Trade”).  

World Health Organization (WHO), World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 

Green Cross International, École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL, 

Switzerland), King Abdul-Aziz University (Jeddah, Saudi Arabia), Birmingham 

University (the United Kingdom), Evian Group, IMD (Lausanne, Switzerland), 

Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (Geneva, Switzerland), 

etc. 
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b) GIWEH missions 

The GIWEH runs training programs in field of water resources and environmental 

management: a training program for officials from the Great Lakes Region, organized 

by the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in 2012; trainings 

within the framework of the Capacity Building for International Relations (CABIR) 

project financed by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and 

implemented by Geneva Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies 

(Yerevan, Armenia, 19-30 November 2012; Tbilisi, Georgia, 26-28 February 2013); 

lectures for Program “Global Health & Development Policy Program” at School for 

International Training (SIT, Geneva, Switzerland) or a training program called “Water 

Governance Leadership for positive change” for officials in 2014 in Turkey.  

c) GIWEH Awards 

The GIWEH Water Award is granted every year at the GIWEH Side Event on World 

Water Day at the United Nations Office in Geneva (UNOG). Between 2009 and 2013 

the award went to South Korea, and to France and Switzerland, Saudi Arabia, 

Palestine, India. In 2014, Mr. Candra Samekto, School of Agriculture and Food 

Science, University of Queensland, Australia   and Dr. Firdes Yenilmez, Akdeniz 

University, Department of Environmental Engineering, Antalya Turkey  received 

the award. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. World Water Week Presentation 

The World Water Week is an annual event which focuses on the globe’s water issues. 

The event was created in 1991 and it is prepared and organized by the Stockholm 

 Mr. Candra SAMEKTO, 

University of Queensland 

 

Ms. Shirouk ALABAYACHI,  

GIWEH advisory board,  

Dr. Firdes YENILMEZ, Akdeniz University 
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International Water Institute (SIWI). Each year, the institute suggests a thematic: last 

year, the theme was Energy and Water. For the 2015 edition, the theme will be Water 

for Development.  

As the World Water Week is a professional event, only experts, practitioners, 

decision-makers, business innovators and young professionals from a range of sectors 

and countries can participate. This is a great opportunity for everyone to exchange 

ideas and to contribute for finding solutions about water’s issues.   Booths and 

seminars are scheduled in order to 

facilitate the communication between 

experts. Last year over « 3,000 

individuals and 270 convening 

organizations from 143 countries1 » 

attended the event.  

 

World Water Week 2014: Energy and water              

World Water Week 2015: water for 

development 

 

3. GIWEH Involvement 

• GIWEH: partner of Swiss Water Partnership 

As GIWEH is part of Swiss Water Partnership (it is a multi-stakeholder platform 

bringing Swiss organisations from the academic, civil society, public and private 

sectors together to find innovative solutions for water challenges in developing and 

transition countries), the organization participates as a member of Swiss Water 

Partnership during the World Water Week in order to create a Swiss unique voice.  

 

 

 

• GIWEH and the World Water Week in 2013 

                                                           
1 http://www.worldwaterweek.org 
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In 2013, the theme was focused on « Water Cooperation – Building Partnerships ». 

The Swiss  

Water Partnership has organized a seminar on « Turning Integrity Challenges into 

Opportunities » where GIWEH joined as a member. During this conference, GIWEH 

managed to network with many organizations government, delegation, UN and 

international organization, NGOs, academia and private sector such as the Minister of 

Water of Palestine. This was a great chance to discuss different opportunities for 

partnership and cooperation. For instance, GIWEH became a member of global water 

partnership. The organization also refreshed the cooperation relation with UNESCO-

IHE and UNESCO-IHP.  

Moreover, GIWEH participated in roundtables such as water management, water for 

peace, trans-boundary water resource entitled Achieving Justice through Trans-

boundary Water Cooperation. 

 

4.  GIWEH and the World Water Week in 2014 

In 2014, the theme was focused on Energy and Water. Therefore, the seminar 

prepared by the convening Swiss Water Partnership (SWP) and its co-convenors, 

including GIWEH, presented a series of advanced Swiss solutions to achieve water 

and energy security.  

This seminar, “Tackling trade-offs between water and energy across sectors and 

scales”, highlighted « the main challenges to achieve water, energy and food security 

and discusses existing and promising future solutions (demand side, supply side and 

creating shared benefits) across sectors (WASH, agriculture, energy...) and scales 
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(household, peri-urban, basin level). The asymmetrical distribution of and competition 

for water and energy in a changing world require innovative solutions like joint 

planning and/or co-management of efficient technologies/infrastructures  together 

with the development of coherent policies and business models contributing to their 

up-scaling. 

The first part of the seminar was dedicated for the Swiss advanced solutions 

explaining the different challenges that the world has to face: managing the demand, 

increasing the resources available and creating shared benefits. Dr Nidal Salim, 

director of GIWEH, contributed to this first part as a coordinator. Then, in a second 

part, Dr Nidal Salim, presented concrete solutions to achieve water, energy and food 

security for several case countries such as Iraq and MENA region.  

In addition, there was the SWP booth in the exhibition hall that was co-owned by 

GIWEH and nine other SWP members. Here GIWEH was able to share current and 

future activities with participants and delegates. This was also an opportunity for 

GIWEH to present its own vision and Youth Leadership Program.  
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Appendix  

• Flyer Swiss Water Partnership for the World Water Week 2013 
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• Stockholm Statement: A call for a sustainable development Goal on Water (2013) 
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• Flyer Swiss Water Partnership for the World Water Week in 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Abstract of the conference made by Swiss Water Partnership 
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Swiss Water Partnership Panel 

World Water Week 

 

Presenter: Dr. Nidal SALIM- Director GIWEH 

                  Madame: Shirouq ABAYACHE - Ministry of Water Resources- Iraq. 

 

Title: Water Food Energy Nexus in Iraq and Middle East 

The ongoing water crisis in Iraq has directly contributed to growing levels of food 

deprivation, displacement and poverty. Furthermore, Iraq has one of the most extensive 

irrigation systems in the world but years of war, underinvestment and sanctions have 

prevented it from properly harnessing what little water is left. Iraq’s main rivers, the 

Euphrates and the Tigris, provide little relief to the parched plains as hydroelectric dams in 

neighboring Turkey, Iran and Syria have restricted the water flow.  

Water Challenges : 

• Water levels in the rivers have dropped 

• Water quality is deteriorating  

• Failing crops have forced possibly millions of people out of rural areas and into cities 

• 83 percent of sewage discharged is untreated 

• Government disorganization means improvement projects are delayed 

• US Government reconstruction efforts include sewage and water projects, however 

this cannot solve the whole problem 

• Oil production requires huge amounts of water (1.6 barrels of water for each 1 barrel 

of oil); therefore personal and agricultural consumption competes with economic 

development 

• Water rights dominate Iraq’s relationships with neighboring countries. 

• Soil salinity and water scarcity are reducing food production. 

• Lack of water threatens national hydroelectric production. 

To overcome these challenges, Iraq created a new water law approved on 8 March 2004. 

GIWEH will enhance and strengthen articles 2, 7, 8 and 9 respectively: 

Second: Introduce new technologies, which include technical, administrative, and financial, 

and personnel development and training. 

Seventh: Coordinate and work with international, regional and Arab organizations as well as 

NGOs involved in water resources and environment activities.  

Eighth: Follow up on joint international water agreements with neighboring and riparian 

states to ensure a fair share in quantity and quality of water 

mailto:info@giweh.ch
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Ninth: Preparing technical and economic feasibility studies for projects for sustainable 

utilization of water. 

With a focus on Iraq and perhaps broaden to the MENA region, the main objectives are to 

highlight and implement the water-food-energy nexus by identifying entry points for bringing 

nexus analyses into policy debates. GIWEH’s two main interests are to influence the need for 

change in policies and strategies and empower the youth leaders to start learning and acting.  

The need to change policies and strategies can start by strengthening the discussion for the 

“research-for-action” initiative. The initiative’s goals are to inform, influence and catalyze 

action from the local to the global level of Sustainable Development Goals. These goals are 

reached by learning about good practices and then implementing the solutions that meet the 

needs and objectives for economic growth. Water and energy are also linked to the 

governance of trans-boundary river basins in Iraq and the MENA region. This governance 

structure should be based on negotiations and sharing transparent information, all the while 

being highly participatory.  

To empower the youth leaders, learning about the nexus concept is accompanied with 

technology transfer and training future scientists in Nexus-thinking. By linking scientists and 

policy-makers across the region, we can build a critical group to share insights and 

experiences on an ongoing basis.  

Iraq would like to enhance its experiences and receive the benefits from learning about good 

practices and the new solutions in technology. Additionally, Iraq would like to be a part of the 

international visions that adopt new concepts for the water strategy. Lastly, Iraq would like to 

empower the youth to continue these objectives.  
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• SWP 
Seminar outcome Report 
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